It appears that librarians, as a group, are very strong advocates for the open access movement for various reasons. The main theme running through the whole chapters is that open access is truthful to the spirit of libraries of sharing knowledge freely with everybody. Most chapters are introductory and easy to read. I have found, however, that the chapter on metadata standards is hard to read, since there is not much explanation of the background material. In addition, the writing style of a few chapters is not concise and somewhat redundant. I have also found that some chapters on the case studies of library publishing are rather similar and are redundant. In spite of the diverse topics included in these books, I think those topics were chosen mainly for librarians and not for the more general readers interested in open access. Nevertheless, I think these are very good books for understanding the principles and practicalities of open access and its role in scholarly communication not only for librarians but also for everybody.
